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      MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

           Love To Learn 



Homework
January 2022-January 2025
We believe that children should be encouraged to learn at home as well as in school, developing life-long skills in being organised, responsible, self-motivated and independent. As children get older, these skills will be developing and improving and it is to be expected that children will approach this time with varying degrees of success. However, our aim is to teach children to improve their approach and motivation over their time at school, raising their awareness and ability to manage homework, in preparation for secondary school and beyond. 
Homework is split into two areas:
Compulsory – this homework is required and supports essential learning of the basics that all children need in order to have greatest impact on their overall understanding across the curriculum and in future life. This work will be monitored by adults and feedback provided. Children who complete this homework will be rewarded as a way of encouraging them to engage well.

Optional – this homework is not required, but children and parents may wish to explore the range of suggested activities and websites that support learning, from the menu provided below. 
General Tips:
· Agree with the child, a time and place to undertake the homework. This should be routinely, and undertaken in a quiet place, with room to organise resources and without distraction. 

· Stick to the routine wherever possible. 

· Support the child in undertaking the homework, without doing it for them.

· Talk to the class teacher should they be unable to undertake the compulsory set homework. 

Compulsory Set Homework
(See Curriculum Offers for each year group for full details)

	Year Group
	Compulsory
	Recommended Time

	FS
	Reading

Sounds
	At least 15 mins / day

5 mins per day

	1
	Reading

Spellings

Basic Number (Numbots)
	At least 15 mins / day

10 mins / week

10 mins / day

	2 – 6*
	Reading (Accelerated Reader In Y3-Y6)
Spellings

Timestables (Rockstars)
	At least 20 mins / day

10 mins / week

15 mins / day


*Year 6 children may additional compulsory homework as the year progresses, to support their transition to secondary school. 

Optional Homework Menu

Curriculum research – choose a current topic that your child is learning about in school and ask them to research or put together a presentation on the topic.
English

Teach Your Monster To Read – fun game to help children with phonics and the art of reading. https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
 Oxford Owl – activities, online ebooks, and support for parents. https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
Suessville - home of the wonderful world of Dr Seuss, with games, videos and character profiles. https://www.seussville.com/
Pobble 365 - Interesting ways to hook children and young people of all ages into writing 365 days a year, providing something engaging to keep creative writing on the daily agenda with a picture a day for inspiration and a selection of writing prompts beneath each picture. http://www.pobble365.com/
PhonicsPlay - Here you will find lots of information for parents about phonics including: what exactly phonics is, how it is taught in UK schools and suggestions for helping pre-schoolers prepare for learning phonics. Some areas are provided free of charge where you will find lots of games and ideas to explore with children at home. www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm#
KidsReads - Designed for children aged 6–12, containing information about children's books and authors, and some related games. www.kidsreads.com
Maths

CoolMath4Kids - a whole host of maths games and brainteasers for all ages. https://www.coolmath4kids.com/
White Rose Maths - maths lessons for Y1-8, with videos. https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
Maths Blaster - The goal at Math Blaster is clear: “Your success depends on your ability to use your brain and logic skills.” With an exciting theme featuring aliens and outer space, Math Blaster lets your students become intergalactic heroes based on their math operation and critical thinking skills. Registration is required, but the game itself is free. www.mathblaster.com
Multiplication - From the Multiplication Grand Prix to the Knight and the Princess, students can practise their basic maths skills in a fun and engaging way on this maths site for children. There are additional resources available on the website for parents who want to help reinforce and teach skills. Check out the “Classroom Games” section for off-line fun. www.multiplication.com
Math Game Time - Designed for students from pre-school to KS2/3, Math Game Time offers fun, educational games focused on critical math concepts. With options like Integer War, Ratio Martian and Jet Ski Addition, this site also has cross curriculum links to other subject areas such as the science and geography. www.mathgametime.com
Tablesmaster - Tablesmaster is a great way for children to practise times tables. Play it every day to help improve numeracy skills, mathematical proficiency and mental strength.  www.transum.org/software/tablesmaster
Math Playground “Play with Numbers and Give Your Brain a Workout” is the motto of Math Playground. Give your children games to play related to logic, number skills practice, geometry, algebra, probability, fractions and more. There are also maths word problems and video instructions to help students remember how to solve them. www.mathplayground.com
Maths Is Fun - a great resource full of handy real-life demonstrations of maths problems. https://www.mathsisfun.com/
Maths Frame – online games and worksheets. https://mathsframe.co.uk/


Science and Technology

Sublime Science - 101 free and fun science experiments to try at home. https://www.sublimescience.com/free-science-experiments/
School Science - some outside-the-box real-world science news. https://www.schoolscience.co.uk/home
NASA - For all the Space enthusiasts out there. www.nasa.gov/nasa-at-home-for-kids-and-families
Barefoot Computing - Fun and creative activities, built by teachers to help you guide your child through fundamental parts of the computing curriculum without the need for screen time. They include everything you need to get started with activity sheets and accompanying materials. https://www.barefootcomputing.org/homelearning
STEM Learning – Starters for STEM - Starters for STEM are ten activities that parents can use at home to help children develop their science, technology, engineering and maths skills. These activities are easy-to-resource and provide children with the stimulus to talk about the world around them. www.stem.org.uk/home-learning/primary
Royal Society - Education in science and mathematics should develop the natural intellectual curiosity and creativity of young people. Creative and experimental approaches will be particularly important for keeping students interested and engaged in science, and for equipping them well for the future, whether or not they pursue a career in science. To support this activity in primary schools, Brian Cox, the Society's Professor for Public Engagement in Science, presents a series of FREE video resources to increase confidence with experimental science and relate the experiments to the real world. royalsociety.org/topics-policy/education-skills/teacher-resources-and-opportunities/brian-cox-experiments/
Science News for Students - Stay up to date on the latest news and science discoveries with articles written in a kid-friendly way. Science News for Students offers helpful resources for at-home learning. Y5/6 children would enjoy this resource more. www.sciencenewsforstudents.org
IDEA - Free digital badge scheme for students to learn digital skills online including coding idea.org.uk
Scratch - With Scratch, you can program your own interactive stories, games, and animations — and share your creations with others in the online community. Scratch helps young people learn to think creatively, reason systematically, and work collaboratively. scratch.mit.edu/about
NASA Kids Club - A safe place for children to play as they learn about NASA and its missions. On this site, you will find games of various skill levels for children of pre- and primary school age. www.nasa.gov/kidsclub/index.html
Science Bob - Bob encourages parents and teachers to practice "Random Acts of Science" by providing instructions and videos for interactive science experiments for all ages. sciencebob.com
Crypto Club - The Crypto Club Project develops classroom and web-based material to teach cryptography and related mathematics. www.cryptoclub.org
Scholastic Study Jams - Introduces and reinforces more than 200 math and science topics with videos, slideshows, step-by-step tutorials, and other activities. studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams


Other Subjects / All Subjects

Wonderoplis - Wonderopolis sends subscribers a new 'wonder' to discover each day, posing questions as weird and wonderful as “Why don't spiders get caught in their webs?” and “Who invented time?” Then there are quizzes to test your knowledge and vocabulary on the wonder, and links to resources if you want to find out even more.  https://wonderopolis.org/ 

TopMarks Education – an online teaching resource for fun learning in all curriculum areas. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
National Geographic Kids – lots of entertaining and educational content from around the world. https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
Geography Focus - about all the countries of the world through fun videos https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8HYERScBt-e0kV0fpe0asg
Funbrain - a collection of fun, educational games that your children will actually want to play. https://www.funbrain.com/
PBS Kids - loads of online games, videos and stories for instant boredom-busting. https://pbskids.org/
Highlights Kids - available on the web, on YouTube and as an app. https://www.highlightskids.com/
Worlds of Food - A free education programme, helps young people aged 5–14 in developing their understanding and love of fresh, healthy food, the skills they need to cook for themselves and the desire to celebrate good food with friends and family. getseteatfresh.co.uk/resources/worldsoffood
Seneca Learning - Online, interactive activities and videos for most subjects from KS2 – A – Level www.senecalearning.com
Topmarks - Topmarks is a leading independent educational website for children, teaching professionals and parents, covering all areas of the curriculum, while some of the resources require a paid subscription, many are free. www.topmarks.co.uk
BBC Bitesize - At the top of the list, for all topics and home schoolers is BBC Bitesize, covering all age ranges with games, videos and articles for all areas of the national curriculum. www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
Turtle Diary - Fun Educational and Online Games: Introduce children to new, exciting ways of learning with the help of fun online games, videos, experiments, puzzles, colouring sheets, and more! www.turtlediary.comm
ABCYA - ABCYA provides over 400 fun and educational games for primary-aged children. The activities are designed by parents and educators, who understand that children learn better if they are having fun. Games are categorised by age and subject, and cover topics such as multiplication, parts of speech, typing, pattern recognition, and more.
There are games that are just plain fun (and safe) to play! With so much variety, there is sure to be something for children at all learning levels and styles. www.abcya.com
Gridclub - Fun interactive learning games & videos for kids, schools and families - learning can be fun! - Improve skills in English, maths, science & a whole lot more! www.gridclub.com
Youngzine - Youngzine is a one-of-a-kind website where children can learn about current news and events shaping their world -- in a simple, engaging and interactive manner. www.youngzine.org
BBC History for Kids - Enter ancient worlds, meet famous people and discover fascinating facts by exploring a wide selection of historical games and activities. www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids
Learning Games for Kids - These online learning games and songs for children are fun, teach important skills for preschool and primary school kids and they're free. Focussing on building skills in maths, language, science, social studies, and more. www.learninggamesforkids.com/
Kiddle - A safe visual search engine for younger children. www.kiddle.co
Typing Club – Touch Typing - In high school dyslexic children are often encouraged to learn to touch type - this website is totally free, builds gradually and a very useful skill for all to learn. www.typingclub.com/sportal/program-3.game
Starfall - Starfall began as a free public service to teach children to read. Since then it has expanded to include language arts and mathematics for preschool, to year 3. www.starfall.com/h/
e-Learning for Kids - All subjects covered, the goal of this site is to be the source for childhood learning on the internet available from anywhere and without charge. www.e-learningforkids.org
Magic Tree House - Join Jack and Annie on incredible missions traveling around the World and through time: geographical, historical and mathematical challenges and a Kids Club area for Key Stage 2 upwards. www.magictreehouse.com
Funbrain - From pre-school to Year 8 Funbrain has maths, reading and educational games all for free. www.funbrain.com
Ducksters - A fun and educational web site with lots of interesting content. We try to write articles that are informative, easy to read, and interesting. www.ducksters.com
Highlights Kids - Highlights Kids is a website packed with activities, recipes and games for primary ages children. www.highlightskids.com
DOGO News - News articles for children. www.dogonews.com
Art Kids Club -  YouTube channel of art activities for kids. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5XMF3Inoi8R9nSI8ChOsdQ?app=desktop&ucbcb=1
NGAkids Art Zone - Family Programs at the National Gallery of Art are based on a philosophy of slowing down, focusing on one work of art, developing observation and thinking skills, inspiring curiosity and wonder, and fostering collaboration between children and adults. www.nga.gov/education/families.html


Wellbeing

NHS 10 Minute workouts - These equipment-free fitness routines are great to do at home and short enough for you to easily fit them into your daily schedule. There are 6 workouts, 1 for every day of the week if you include a rest day, each working on a different area of your fitness. https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/10-minute-workouts/
Sesame Street - The Sesame Street hub is filled with videos, playful learning activities, and ways to help families stay physically and mentally healthy. https://www.sesamestreet.org/
Live Bird Webcams - Take a break from home school and get up close to nature with these live webcams placed in over a dozen different birds’ nests. www.birdfood.co.uk/webcams
Chess Kid - Empower children to learn the timeless game of Chess on the world’s #1 Chess site for kids! Our learning tools will keep kids motivated to learn and improve their Chess skills. More importantly, learning Chess will give them skills that they can take with them throughout life: strategy, tactics, creativity, perseverance and calculated risk-taking. www.chesskid.com
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