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         MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL

      Love To Learn 



22 November 2024

To Whom It May Concern

Dear Parents, Staff and Community Members

MEETING DEMAND FROM LOCAL PARENTS FOR EARLY YEARS CHILDCARE PLACES:

Consultation on expansion of nursery provision with Acorn Childcare Ltd from April 2025.
We would like to consult with you as parents, staff and community members regarding the conversion of a school classroom into a pre-school room from April 2025. 

We have established that local demand for nursery provision exceeds the number of places which Acorn Childcare Centre can currently offer for younger children.  We are in a position to help. Our proposal would be to relocate the older pre-school children to our building. This would then allow Acorn to utilise a current pre-school room for additional 0–3-year-olds, and therefore be able to accommodate parents’ requests for places.

The conversion which we are proposing would support the Government’s announcement regarding the expanded provision of funded-nursery places from birth to pre-school for our community, but would not affect the provision of places, or curriculum opportunities, currently enjoyed by the pupils of our school.
Information regarding the Government’s announcement is accessible via the link below:
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/childcare-expansion/early-years-childcare
We have a room available in school which is predominantly used each week for music with Mrs Mills, when she isn’t teaching pupils in classrooms. This provision could easily and conveniently be relocated back to our studio space for the summer term, (when most of our PE which uses this is outside).  That would then allow the classroom currently used by Mrs Gregory-Smith to move to the music room.  This is already fitted out for use as a classroom and was used as such in previous years.  It is then her room which we are proposing to convert to a pre-school room for use by Acorn Childcare Centre children.  This room has been chosen as it convenient for access and can easily be segregated, as per Lincolnshire’s Early Years Team guidance, from our current Y2 and school facilities. 

This would only be a temporary reduction in rooms as we have four classes in our current Y6. (This was due to the demand for primary school places when those children were due to join school for the first time seven years ago.)  
When these pupils leave in July 2025, we will then have available a further classroom which we can then use as a music room, and for other activities, from September 2025 onwards.
There is some Government funding available to fully pay for the conversion of our Y2 classroom to a nursery room and we will be applying for this in December This consultation process forms part of the bid for those funds to support childcare needs in our community. 

The consultation opens today and will close at 1700 on 13 December 2024.  Please feedback views or comments to the school by emailing enquiries@malcolmsargent.lincs.sch.uk with a subject heading of ‘Nursery Provision’.
Yours sincerely
T J Revell

Principal
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