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13 March 2025
Dear Parents of Y5/6 Choir Parents

OUNDLE FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND DRAMA COMPETITION 
WATCHING WEEK

I am delighted to inform you that the Year 5/6 Choir have had their places confirmed at the Oundle Festival of Music and Drama which will take place on Monday 31 March at 1000.  The festival is a competition with different schools from around the area.  It is fantastic that we can take the choir to the Oundle Festival to perform again.

We have always performed to a very high standard and the children in the choir have always risen to the occasion, so please ensure your children come as regularly as possible to after-school rehearsals. The choir have been working very hard making sure they know all their words and singing parts. 

Under the school’s Charging and Remissions Policy, this activity is classed as optional.  That means that it is not a required activity under the national curriculum.  To make the trip viable, we are requesting a voluntary contribution from parents to cover the cost of the transport to and from Oundle of £5.60 per child. Please make the payment by Friday 28 March. Remissions are available for this activity if parents are in genuine financial difficulty.  However, funding is limited and there is no guarantee that all requests can be met.  Parents in receipt of certain benefits, such as those applicable to Free School Meals, may request assistance with the costs of activities by contacting Mrs Town at the school office in confidence at the earliest opportunity.  Decisions regarding funding will be made at the discretion of the Principal on a case by case basis.

Time and Venue
The Festival will take place in the Oundle School Chapel, which is situated on Milton Road, Oundle, PE8 4AQ.  The children will be transported by coach. Parents are warmly invited to come and watch and support the children.  A donation of £1 at the door is appreciated as the festival is run by a team of volunteers.  Please be aware that photography and videoing is strictly prohibited within the Festival. Our competition category will begin at 1000. 

Y5/6 Choir
The choir will be departing school 0900.  It is therefore essential that all children meet in the Studio at 0830. We are planning to return to school for 1200 for lunch However, it will be a long morning so healthy snacks and water may be packed into a small rucksack to be stowed away underneath the chapel pew. 

What To Wear
This is a competition, and it is vital the children who are attending are wearing the full school uniform in the correct colours.  The children are representing Malcolm Sargent Primary School and should wear full school uniform to look their very best.  They should wear grey trousers or box pleat skirts, school navy blue jumper with school logo, white shirt, school tie, plain grey socks or tights and clean black school shoes.  No Y6 hoodies please.

All hair should be neat and tidy. No hair accessories except for thin headbands and bobbles which should be navy blue in colour.

We want to look our very best for the Festival, so thank you for cooperation.

Medication
If children require a travel sickness pill, please give it to them before arrival at school.  Any further medication should be put into a named envelope and handed to Mrs Mills on the morning of the Festival.  Any other medication should be clearly labelled and given to Mrs Mills.  If your child has an auto-adrenaline injector or inhaler in school, we will take those with us automatically.

What to Bring
Children should only need to bring a reading book, a coat, a water bottle and healthy snacks. Please pack everything into a small rucksack.

Photography
Please be aware that this is a public performance and before, during and after the event, images of your child may be taken and used in local press and/or on social media.  As it is a public event, we cannot prevent anyone from publishing images taken during the day.

I hope your child will enjoy the experience of preparing for and taking part in the Festival and I am really looking forward to taking the children there; it promises to be a great event. Wish us luck!

Watching Week
I would like to invite you to watch the choir perform on Wednesday 26 March at 1620 in the Studio. This will give us a brilliant opportunity to perform to an audience before the big day. I do hope you will be able to come.

Please complete the online permission form and payment form via Parentmail by 0900 on Monday 24 March 2025.

Yours sincerely



Mrs Vicki Mills
Choir Director







Parentmail Form:

· My child can attend the Oundle Festival
· My child cannot attend the Oundle Festival
· I will make payment of £5.60 via Parentmail Payments
· Contact No
· Medication
· Facebook Permission
· Website Permission
· I will attend Watching Week
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