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     MALCOLM SARGENT PRIMARY SCHOOL
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2 September 2025
Dear Parents

ALLERGENS AND EMERGENCY MEDICATIONS IN SCHOOL
For many years, all staff have received annual training regarding allergens and anaphylaxis, including the safe use and administration of auto-adrenaline injectors.  Additionally, and since the law changed in 2017 to allow us to hold spare injectors, we have had several spare injectors in school, held at strategic locations for easy access.  These are in addition to the injectors which children have with them in the classroom and which travel around school with them.

However, we have now also met with the Paediatric Allergy Nurse Specialist from the Northwest Anglia NHS Foundation Trust which has made a series of additional recommendations to support all children who have injectors.

These are:

· For those children who have injectors in school, these should always be with them ie rather than the school staff moving the emergency medication around with the child, it remains with the child themselves. The nurse recommends that this be facilitated by the parents buying and sending in with their child a small belt bag (colloquially known as a ‘bum bag’) containing their emergency medication and/or injectors.
· We will also extend this to those children who may have emergency medication for seizures and carry an oral injector.

· For us to review all children with emergency medication and ensure that each child has a completed British Society for Allergy & Clinical Immunology (BSACI) action plan completed with the parents by the Paediatric Allergy Nursing team. If any child is found to be missing this, we will immediately refer the child’s details to the team and request the parents to contact the team to urgently have a plan completed and shared with us.

· We are creating a separate Allergens & Anaphylaxis Policy which will be shared with parents shortly. Previously, this information has been contained within our risk assessments and our Medicines & First Aid Policy, but the recommendation of the Allergy Nursing team is that a separate policy is created.

We are sharing this information with all our parents but for those parents who have a child in school with emergency medication such as for anaphylaxis and/or seizures, we may be in touch individually with you in due course if we have any queries.  In the meantime, please purchase and name a belt bag for your child and send it into school with them on the first day of term or as soon as possible thereafter.

If you have any concerns or questions, please do contact the school office who will either be able to help you, or alternatively refer your query on to me.

Yours sincerely

T J Revell

Principal
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