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11 September 2025
Dear Parents of Y2 Children

ACCELERATED READER

As part of our developing reading curriculum, I am excited to be able to provide you with information about our Accelerated Reader programme.

Accelerated Reader is a student-driven initiative, which allows teachers to accurately guide and encourage children to read age-, content- and challenge- appropriate books.  The Education Endowment Foundation has carried out much research into the effectiveness of Accelerated Reader and it has been found that children make up to three months of additional progress when following the programme.  It is also recommended by the Lincolnshire Educational Psychology Services and Specialist Teacher Team as a resource to ensure children remain reading books to develop their comprehension, together with their reading fluency.

Children in Year 2 who have reached the grey group in Read,Write,Inc. will complete a ‘Star Reader’ test in which their ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ is assessed. The (ZPD) being the range within which pupils can best develop their reading, whilst avoiding frustration.  This information will then be shared with the children to ensure they choose appropriate books from the class library. 

All children will have had a session with their class teacher to explain the new system and to ensure they are picking appropriate texts.  For example, a child may have a ZPD range of 1.6-2.9.  This means that they can choose any books with a book level within this range.  The book levels are determined by Accelerated Reader and not by us; a computer programme is used to level the book based on the difficulty of the words. 

Children can continue to read books they were reading at home. It is recommended however that children should read books from the Accelerated Reader program for 80% of the time.  We would encourage any children who are unsure of the new system to speak to their class teacher who will be able to advise them on selecting appropriate books. 

Once the children have read a book within their range, they are able to take a quiz, in which they answer a range of multiple-choice questions to assess their understanding and comprehension of what they have read.  It is expected that children who have read at the appropriate level would be able to achieve approximately 85% on these mini quizzes, allowing them to make the accelerated progress. 

The children will take a second ‘Star Reader’ test later in the autumn term which may affect their ZPD range and the books they can read.  The ‘Star Reader’ tests and ‘Accelerated Reader’ quizzes will work together to give the children more ownership over their reading and a better understanding of how to support their own development.  Class teachers, together with the children, will then be able to set personalised targets and provide individualised reading recommendations. 

All children will be given an Accelerated Reader login on their login card so that the children can login from home to complete their quizzes.  The link to follow for this will be shared on Seesaw.

Accelerated Reader is owned by Renaissance Learning.  Please see the link below relating to data protection:

https://www.renaissance.com/privacy/

Please note that we will be processing your child’s data into Renaissance Learning using the legitimate business reason under GDPR and thus your consent is not required.  Limited data will be used to create your child’s account, such as your child’s first name, last name, class and year group.  

I would like to thank you for your continued support of your child’s reading development at home and would encourage you to be in touch if you have any further questions. 

Yours sincerely



Jessica Gregory-Smith
Head of Year 2
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